{ t»47 ) 


VIII. An Account of the Death and DiJfeSlion of John 
Bayles, of Northampton, reputed to have been 
13 o years old . £8y T)r James KeilL 


J Ohn Bayles, the old Button-maker oi Northampton, is 
commonly reputed to have been 150 years of age 
when he dyed. There is no Regifter fo old in the-Parifti 
where he was Chriftened j but the oldeft people, of 
which fome are 100, others 90, and others above 80 years, 
remember him to have been old when they were young. 
Their accounts indeed differ much from one another, but 
all agree that he was at leaft 120 years. He himfelf did 
always affirm that he was a t Tilbury Camp, and told fe- 
veral particulars about it 5 and if we allow him to have 
been but xa years old then, he muft have been 130 when 
he dyed. 

He ufed conftantly to walk to the Neighbouring 
Markets with his Buttons within thefe 12 years, but 
of late he has been decrepid, and carryed abroad. 
His Dyet was any thing he could get. I never heard he 
was more-fond of one fort of Food than another, un- 
lefs it was that about half a year before he dyed he 
longed for fome Venifon Pafty, but had it not. He dyed 
the 4th of April 1706. He lived in 3 Centuries, and in 
7 E,eigns. 

His Body was extremely emaciated, and his Flefh feel- 
ling hard, thefhape of all the External Mufcles was plain¬ 
ly to be feen through the Skin. 
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The Abdomen being laid open, the whole Vifcera ap¬ 
peared in good order, but more pale than they are com¬ 
monly. 

The Omentum was very final!. 

The Stomach was very much diftended with Wind, and 
the Bottom of it wore ext ream ly thin in that part which 
is next the Spleen, being hardly thicker?than thin Wri¬ 
ting Paper. In the inner Membrane there, were no Plica 

The Liver was pale, but upon cutting was found per- 
fedly found. The Gall Bladder was of a larger fize. 

The Spleen was not fo big as one of his Kidneys. 

His Kidneys were firm and found, as- were all the Ufl- 
nary Palfages., In';the Right.Kidney were.-a few fmall 
yellow grains of Gravel. 

The Inteftines were all found ; the Mefentery was co¬ 
vered with Fat. 

The Cartilages of the Sternum we re not harder than ufu- 
ally they are. i The Ribs were brittle, for by leaning gen¬ 
tly upon one of them it broke. 

The Lungs were attacked even to the Pleura : They 
were fpongious, whitifh, with many fmall black fpots of 
Blood. The Cavity of the Thorax was large and clear. 

The Beart was large, thick and fat; and tho he was 
always a little Man, yet the Diameter of the Aorta, be¬ 
fore the Carotidales go off, was above two inches, which 
is confidently bigger than ever I remember to have feen. 

The Aorta in the Abdomen, 'and iIliac hs, . was for the 
greateft part Cartilaginous. 

The Bones of the Skull were found and good. 

On the infide of the Dura Mater , by the Matx, was a 
fmall offification. 

The Brain was more firm and folid than ufual,' anti in 
cuttipg, hardly, moiftened the fides of the Knife. The* 
Pentricules were full of Serum. He had lolt the u w f 
his Eyes for fotae years; but his Hearing was gov, l 
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he dyed. His Genitals, both Teftides and Pettis, wereof 
a large fize. 

There is no doubt but that the weaknefs of Iiis Sto¬ 
mach, and the hardntfs of the Aorta, were the Caufes of 
his Death. The Goats of the Stomach were fo thin, 
that they had not ftrength enough to keep out the Air, 
and confequently his Digeftion niuft have been fpoiled. 
He had not-eat-Meat for-lbme years,’ and of. late he lived 
only on Small Beer, Bread and Butter, and Sugars. And 
it was impoliible that his Blood could circulate duly, 
whileft the great Artery, having loft itsddafticky, by be¬ 
ing become Cartilaginous, could give no motion to the 
Blood. It is very probable that this was the Caufe of 
his irregular and intermitting Pulfe, which I have felt 
fome years before he dyed. It is obfervable, that the 
greateft part of his Blood ( which was in greater quantity 
than IexpeCted) was contained- in the Arteries, whereas 
generally in all dead Bodies the Veins are dull, and the 
Arteries almoft empty $ for; the Arteries being diftended 
by the Blood, which they receive upon the laft Syftole of 
the Heart,- by their natural Elaftieicy contract again, and 
empty themfelves intofthe Veins, from whence it returns 
no more 5 but in this Man, the Great Artery having loft 
the power of contracting’itfelf, it retained the Blood if 
received by the laft Syftole of the Heart. 

This account agrees with that given-of old Parrc by 
the famous Harvey in moft particulars, except in the 
Caufes of their Deaths. But jn both nothing feems more 
remarkably the effeCts of old age than the fmallnefs of 
their Spleens, which undoubtedly was owing to th,e con¬ 
traction of their Fibres in fuch a lax and fpongious 
Bowel. 

The whitenefs- of the Bowels in both muft be likewise 
either from the fame contraction or elofenefs of the Coats 
of the Blood Vcffcls. or from a wane of Blood. Hartley 
%s nothing ot thg quantity of Blood Ik found in old 

Parre j 



( lijo ) 

Varre $ butdf we may guefs from his Body being fleCby, 
from the goodnefs of his Stomach and Appetite, and 
from the Diteafe he dyed of, there could be no want of 
Blood in him. In this Man there feemed to be more 
Blood than in feveral others t have feen, whofe Bowels 
appeared more Red. And it can hardly be conceived, 
that the Aorta could be fo large, without a large quantity 
of Blood, unlefs there had been fome Stricture upon fome 
other parts of it, which I did not perceive: And there¬ 
fore it feems not improbable, that this whitenefs of the 
Bowels was owing to the clofenefs of the Blood Veffels 
in both. It is no fmall confirmation of this opinion, 
that the Flefla and Skin felt hard, and the Brain firm and 
folid. I might add that it is highly probable, that the 
fame difpofition might give a clofenefs or hardnefs to the 
Veflels every where elfe. It is true, this was a Diftem- 
per, but then it is as true that it is a Difeafe of Old Age, 
and may juftly be reckoned one of the effetts of it. And 
for a farther proof of what I have faid, I cannot but 
take notice, that in preparing a piece of the fmall Gut for 
an Inje&ion, the Tunica Villofa felt more like a fine File 
than the fofteft Velvet $ and that -1 could ufe more vio¬ 
lence in ime&ing the VeiTels than thefe parts will ufuaUy 
bear. Whoever confiders how foft a Subftance an Ani¬ 
mal Body is at its firft beginning, and how from time to 
time it acquires a firmnefs and folidity, will eafily be in¬ 
duced to believe, that Old Age brings a more than ordi¬ 
nary hardnefs to Ml the Fibres and Veffels. 

The neceffaty confequenc£ of this hardnefs, and con¬ 
traction of the Fibres and Veffels of old people, is a di¬ 
minution of their Secretions, which cater is paribus are al¬ 
ways proportional to the Orifices of the Glands. Hence 
it is that we find the Skin of old people always dry, their 
perfpiration being very little. They are likewife gene¬ 
rally bound, old Bayles went to Stool but once in ten or 
twelve, days for fome years $ and old people are always 
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complaining of a want of inoifture, not that t.lv Radical 
Moifture is dryed up, but becaufe the natural factions, 
by reafon of the contraction of the Glands, are dimmjfh- 
ed. I have already obferved, that we found in this old 
Man more Blood than could have been expe&ed in fuch 
an emaciated Body, and without doubt it had been larg¬ 
er, if his Stomach and Appetite had been as good as old 
Parres. The fullnefsot the Veflels, and the frequent 
Rheums and Catarrhs of old People, evince this necef* 
fary confequence of the clofenefs of the Coats of the 
Veflels: All which agrees with what the Writers of /«- 
Jlitutions fay, that old Men are rati one partiim folidawm 
frigidi & fieri, rat tone excretneatorunt frigidi & burntdi. 

From this retention of the cxcrementitious part? of the 
Blood, we may expeft all the ill confequenees of a viti¬ 
ated Plethora, and languid motion of the Blood y for the 
Fibres of the Arteries being r\ow become hard, in dead of 
aflifling, they obftrudt the Heart in circulating the Blood 5 
and the quantity of Animal Spirits feparated in the Glands 
of the Brain, muff likewife be lefs, not only becaufe of 
the retention of the Excrementitious Humours, but alfo 
becaufe of the clofenefs and firmnefs of the Brain itfelf, 
fo that the contractions of the Heart and all the Mufcles 
muff be weak, and confequently the motion of the Blood 
languid. 


Gelid us tar dante Senefta 
Sanguis hebeU 

A due conformation of all the Vital parts is moft cer¬ 
tainly neeefiary ro bring a Man to a full old Age ^ but 
above all the reft, there are two which to me feem to 
have had the greateft (hare in procuring a Longevity to 
old Parre and ^ayles, by retarding the ill effects juft now 
mentioned. The fir ft is the Heart, which in both was 
ftrong and fibrous 5 for that being left alone, to labour 
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the circulation of a large quantity of fluggilh Blood, a 
great ftrengtlf is abfokttely requifite to. propel the Blood 
through uita&ive Velfels to' the extremities of the Body, 
and back again. No doubt this is more eafily done in 
Men of a low ftature (as old Boyles was) which I am apt 

think was a qualification of old Age. The fecond was 
the largenefs of their Chefts, and goodnefs of their 
Lungs, ” by which the Air had its full effort upon every 
Particle of the Blood, in rendring it florid and attenuating 
it, that it might eafily move through the contracted 
Channels of an old Body. 

Few have the happinefs of fuch a Heart and Lungs, 
yet moft men wifb to live long 3 nor was it eafy for 
Phyfieians to give Rules for preventing the ill confe- 
quences of extream old Age, whilft the effefrs of a long 
Circulation of the Blood were unknown 3 of which we 
can be certain only by DifTe&ions of old perfons, and 
thcfe are not numerous enough to ground any thing cer¬ 
tain upon : But if after Obfervations (hall confirm the 
Remarks that have been no.w made, no doubt the Indi¬ 
cation will be to preferve fuch a foftnefs in all the Fibres, 
that they may eafily yield to the preffure of the Blood, 
and by their Elafticity reftore themfelvcs to their former 
ftate, giving thereby a new impetus to the Blood. 


IX. The 



